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Flying Scotsman to Albury Il 


An early arrival at Spencer Street was required to 
enable one to enjoy a ride behind the famous steam 
loco A3-4472 Flying Scotsman on Sunday 11 December, 
1988. 


The day’s destination might not have had the mag- 
ical appeal of Edinburgh, reached on ex-LNER metals 
from London’s King’s Cross, but the locomotive 
created enough awe and magic to encourage 454 
patrons to travel to Albury. Bookings soon over- 
whelmed the train’s seating capacity, enabling an 
almost identically timetabled broad gauge special train 
to be booked to travel to Albury, carrying the overflow 
bookings. 

In the early morning light, under a dull sky, Y101 
slipped into platform 1 at Spencer Street towing ARHS 
ACT Division restored rollingstock with the consist as 
follows: NVFF31772, FS2024 (Car 1), FS2140 (2), 
RBS2160 (3), FS2021 (4), FS2023 (5), FS2016 (6), 
FS2017 (7), XFS2015 (8) and A3-4472 for a total train 
weight of 500 tonnes. 


Those wishing for a platform shot would have been a 
little peeved by the placement of a pair of V/Line T 
class locos positioned halfway along the adjacent road. 
On the other side of the inner roadway, at platform 2, 
R761 simmered away with its Vintage Train consist of 
1BCE, 3ABE, 7ABE, 38BE, 25BE and 15CW. 


A brief wink from signal 183 at the end of the plat- 
form at 07 17 prodded the crew of the resplendent Fiy- 
ing Scotsman into commencing to haul us on what was 
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expected to be a memorable trip. Whilst we were sit- 
ting behind the big foreign Pacific loco, a quick glance 
across the practically deserted platforms at Spencer 
Street showed us X31 with a mixed rake of ballast 
wagons heading towards the Yarra. R761 had some 
time earlier signalled its intentions, only to remain just 
in sight behind us and to travel under the wires to 
Broadmeadows. We would enjoy the welcome vari- 
ation of travelling the dual gauge tracks to West Foots- 
cray Junction and thence the standard gauge to Sun- 
shine and Broadmeadows. En route, 42217 and Y150 
were observed around the standard gauge turntable at 
Dynon. The Bunbury Street tunnel temporarily pre- 
vented us from reading our recently handed out tour 
notes, which included copies of S Circular 5402/88. 
West Footscray Junction was passed at 07 34 (sched- 
ule: 07 15). 

At Tottenham Yard, a made up Korumburra goods 
of Koala Siding sand hoppers and Barry Beach oil tanks 
awaited its locomotive. Sunshine Loop was passed at 
07 39 (07 23). Two minutes later a pick up stop was 
effected at Sunshine station. A little further down the 
track lay a sharp right hand curve passing beneath St 
Albans Road, near which, on an industrial siding lan- 
guished the prestigious ex-Melbourne Limited/Southern 
Cross Express rollingstock. One wondered fleetingly of 
the possibility of Flying Scotsman heading those car- 
riages to Sydney, Perth, Brisbane or wherever. 

Our passage past McIntyre Loop at 07 52 (07 30) soon 
brought my thoughts back to the reality of travelling in 


R761 runs parallel to Flying Scotsman’s train near Broadford, Sun.11.12.88. (Hugo van den Berghe) 
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Flying Scotsman at the photostop on Mangalore bank. (Bryce Leydon) 


an FS carriage. A small band of photographers was the 
first significant trackside audience for the day as we 
crossed the lofty Maribyrnong River viaduct. The for- 
mation of the old Albistore siding was clearly visible. 
Tullamarine Loop was passed at 07 58 (07 36) as we 
| continually climbed the grade at a good rate. Our speed 
was good enough to have us pass Somerton Loop at 08 
11 (08 12). Coincidentally R761 and its train were sta- 
tionary or near stationary as we steamed past. It didn’t 
take long for the R class to catch up to us and pull away. 
The same method of parallel running as had been 
used on the farewell to the Bicentennial Train trip was 
employed: that is, one train ran some distance ahead 
and then eased off, allowing the other to overtake it. 
This ‘Clayton’s’ parallel running lasted, much to the 
delight of everyone, to Donnybrook Loop where we 
were scheduled to cross the Melbourne Express. At 08 
26 (07 58) bicentennial liveried 8172 heading the Mel- 
bourne Express obscured the two steam locos from 
each other. At 08 37 (08 12) the loop road signal of red 
over green cleared us to proceed further north. Now 
without the delights of observing R761, we sauntered 
along the main line with the crew looking out for a 
tender door which had fallen off the previous day. 
Three minutes later the offending door was fortunately 
retrieved. Then it was time to fight a threefold battle. 
The battle concerned time, grade and R761, which had 
bolted north somewhere. 
The short chimney of 4472 soon began showing the 
earnest nature of the crew’s intentions by emitting 
large volumes of black smoke. As a result of the steam 
-crew’s efforts, the 1 in 50 grades to Beveridge were tack- 
led with comparative ease, especially considering the 
standing start. Our maximum speed was soon attained 
down the speedway to Wallan Loop (08 45 (08 26)). Our 
momentum then helped carry us up the final grade of 1 
in 50 to mount the Great Dividing Range with a fine 
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display of power. On the landward side of the divide 
many a motorcader would have been languishing in 
the Kilmore East hills chasing the taildisc of the NVFF 
van. At our maximum speed, R761 was passed in a blur 
just past the Apex quarry junction at 08 58. We were 
way in front at the Dry Creek Road level crossing when 
our progress was slowed along the curves leading to 
Broadford Loop at which we arrived at 09 03 (08 48). 

Just on the down side of Broadford Loop, in a dis- 
play of courtesy, we allowed the crew and passengers of 
R761’s train a close-up view of the Scotsman pounding 
out its distinctive, rhythmic three-cylinder beat. The 
two trains continued in close company, passing Talla- 
rook Loop at 09 13 (09 00). At Tallarook station R761 
was invited to charge forward, which it did. The 1 in 66 
obstacle of Tallarook bank proved to be just as easily 
surmountable by us, and once again, near Dysart, we 
rushed past the other train. 

Our arrival at Seymour’s standard gauge platform 
was noted at 09 21 (09 12). R761 pulled up at platform 
1 one minute later. To complete the occupation of Sey- 
mour’s platforms, the 07 05 up Albury, behind N472, 
arrived at the same time. Whilst Flying Scotsman stood 
on the main line receiving a drink, some of the pas- 
sengers decided upon a photo in cramped conditions. 
Nineteen minutes later we departed Seymour and 
passed Seymour Loop at 09 48 (09 44). R761 remained 
at Seymour. 

Our first photo-stop for the day beckoned us out of 
the train just on the down side of Mangalore. The 
nearby cutting walls were soon invaded by a small 
army of camera-toting persons. Our haste was needless 
for all of us as Flying Scotsman encountered trouble try- 
ing to lift its load up the 1 in 75 grade. 

Eventually though the 6’ 8” driving wheels gained 
traction, but not soon enough to allow us to get a good 
shot of R761 overtaking Flying Scotsman. To help atone 
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Flying Scotsman takes water at Benalla. (Stephen Molloy) 


for that embarrassment, once we were all on board, 
4472 stormed Avenel bank, to thunder down the other 
side overtaking an apparently stationary R761 just past 
Avenel. 

Now on easy terrain, towards Longwood Flying 
Scotsman appeared to travel well within its enormous 
capabilities. We loped past Longwood Loop at 10 46 
(10 35). The non-appearance of 9694 up goods meant a 
saving of 15 minutes for us. Our arrival at Violet Town 
Loop 10 minutes ahead of the scheduled 11 17 produced 
the expected cross, with G517-G522 at the head of the 
goods. Twenty-six kilometres further on, at Benalla, 
4472 began to receive its final servicing on the down 
trip. Our arrival was noted at 11 28 (11 40). 11 42 saw the 
arrival at Benalla of R761 and its entourage. Eight 
minutes later R761 eased into number two road, allow- 
ing passage of the 09 50 down Albury pass. Just around 
the corner of the platform, in the carpark, the local 
Apexians had set up barbecue facilities. A poster pro- 
claimed a menu of ‘R Class Burgers’ and ‘Scotsman 
Steaks’. With the attendant aroma lingering about, the 
barbecue enticed many to queue cafeteria style. 

Meanwhile, back at Flying Scotsman, in the course of 
their duties a new engine crew discovered a broken 
spring located inside the rear driving wheel on the fire- 
man’s side. This discovery soon put the remainder of 
the trip under a cloud. Fortunately, a local engineer 
who was present volunteered to fabricate a temporary 
bracket to clamp around the offending spring. Whilst 
repairs were being effected, the broad gauge stole the 
attention of some, with X43 and A71 combining to run 
8339 down Albury pass. Its four minute stay pushed its 
departure time to 12 23 (12 minutes late). R761 once 
again eased back into the platform road to complete its 
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servicing stop. Even with T320 on the Yarrawonga 
branch with a V/Line chartered special, all broad gauge 
activity in Benalla ceased with R761’s departure at 13 14 
(39 minutes late). 

However, activity on the standard gauge lingered on 
for another 31 minutes, until 13 45 (12 25). Following 
our departure from Benalla Loop our speed was 
reduced to 40 km/h as a precautionary measure. En 
route to Glenrowan the only topic of conversation was 
the roadworthiness or otherwise of Flying Scotsman. 
Upon arrival at Glenrowan Loop at 14 26 (12 45) an 
inspection of the loco was carried out. Satisfied that the 
repairs were holding up, we rolled down the other side 
of the Glenrowan bank to the 14 kilometre distant Alu- 
matta Loop. Arrival at this loop occurred at 14 38 (3 
17). Once again a brief inspection of the loco was made, 
at which it was decided to increase our speed. The next 
obstacle awaiting us was the moderate test of the 1 in 76 
Springhurst bank, which was climbed in fine style. 
Another stop was made at Chiltern Loop, once again to 
examine the damaged spring, at 15 15. Whilst we were 
stationary, N473 on the 14 50 up Albury pass. (8326) 
almost blew our door handles off! Following the 
inspection we continued at our normal speed, depart- 
ing at 15 16 (13 49). We passed Wodonga Loop at 15 37 
(14 10). When we passed through Wodonga R761 still 
sat at Loco whilst T404, Y169, A71, X37 (standard 
gauge) and T353 were scattered around the yard. 

At 15 46 we entered NSW. Almost 513 minutes after 
departure from Spencer Street and 317 kilometres dist- 
ant we arrived at Albury. 

Even in its damaged condition — or because of its 
condition — Flying Scotsman soon attracted hordes of 
people. A3-4472 lingered long enough to enable people 
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to regroup en masse on the nearby overhead bridge for 
their photos after all and sundry had given their expert 
opinions to anyone who would listen on how to repair 
the damage. 

Continuing, 4472 safely made a zig-zag manoeuvre 
to the turntable where it was turned amazingly quickly. 
After it had been put away out of sight but not out of 
mind, fitters and other railway professionals descended 
on the troubled loco in an attempt to give it a clean bill 
of health. To fill in time, most stayed on the platform 
renewing old friendships or making new ones. 

Train activity began again at 1655. A71 and X43 left 
the broad gauge platform on 8336, bound for Mel- 
bourne. This was a foretaste of what was to come a lit- 
tle later on. 

Twenty-four minutes later (17 19) 8158 and G521 
arrived with a southbound interstate freight. The 81 
was soon detached, with G521 taking 9684 goods 
southwards solo, departing 32 minutes early at 17 28. 
Seventeen thirty-nine saw another freight arrive from 
the north, this time with 8174/8178 as the motive 
power. Second loco 8178 was taken off this time, leav- 
ing 8174 to head 9690 express goods which departed at 
17 58, again 32 minutes early. 

Finally Flying Scotsman escaped from Loco, to be 
attached to the train at 18 28. A spare spring carried in 
the NVFF van had restored the A3 to full health. In 
fading light A3-4472 finally departed at 18 35 (15 30). 
Flying Scotsman had an almost star-like audience, with 
cars and people congregating at the many level cros- 
sings in Albury and Wodonga. 
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Wodonga Loop accepted us, which enabled us to 
proceed further south, at 18 48 (15 42). Obviously the 
photostop planned between Wodonga and Chiltern 
loops would not be held. Instead, the crew bent their 
backs a little in giving the passengers the joy of burning 
off the opposition on the adjacent freeway. The price 
for this spirited running was paid mainly by the patrons 
in car 1, with smoke and water vapor billowing in 
through the open windows. 


As the sun sank lower in the sky, Barnawartha was 
passed in a blur. A combination of speed, regular blow- 
ing of 4472’s funny high pitched whistle and carriage 
roll and pitch gave an impression of the old big wheeler 
expresses of yesteryear. 


We rushed past Chiltern Loop at 19 06 (16 30). In 
comparison with the down journey we shaved three 
minutes off the section time. A3-4472 still stretched 
out its legs to fly through the concrete pit enclosing 
Wangaratta’s standard gauge platform. 


We passed Alumatta Loop at 19 31 (17 00). The repu- 
tation of Glenrowan’s bank meant nothing as the five 
kilometre 1 in 75 bank was attacked with a certain 
amount of ferocity, with the train storming past the 
loop at 19 42 (17 35). By the top of the hill the crew had 
earned a breather and they let the Scotsman roll down 
the other side to Benalla, at which we arrived at 20 00 
(17 54). 


Everyone concerned with the operation of the spe- 
cial co-operated with a sense of urgency and speed, 
which saw our originally scheduled service time of 26 
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minutes adhered to. At 20 25 we headed south again. 
N454 on the down Albury flew past us just before Bad- 
daginnie. The organisers were still feeling edgy about 
the cross with the Sydney Express. If we had not been 
able to be at Seymour Loop by 21 25, we would have 
been penalised with a 30 minute wait at Longwood 
Loop. The passing of Violet Town Loop 20 45 (18 41) 
brought us closer to Seymour. Longwood Loop dis- 
played a green over red aspect, making everyone heave 
asigh of relief except the crew. By keeping the momen- 
tum up they generated a speed which allowed us to 
assault the Avenel bank with ridiculous ease. 

Entry to the loop road at Seymour Loop allowed the 
loco and crew to cool their heels a little as we waited for 
the Sydney Express, which duly arrived at 21 35 behind 
8172. Seymour again showed hospitality to A3-4472 by 
allowing water to be taken. 22 06 saw us leave on the 
final leg to Melbourne. Tour organiser Barry Eadie had 
organised the distribution of certificates certifying that 
the bearer had travelled behind the Flying Scotsman to 
all passengers, and these were duly distributed be- 
tween Seymour and Broadford. 

Our journey began innocuously enough, with the 
train gently steaming to Tallarook Loop 22 19 (20 06). 
The Apex quarry siding held a quarry train with an S 
and a T at the head. Showers were experienced at the 


Industrial Sidings Tour 


On Sat.25.2.89 the ARE ran a DERM tour to various 
industrial sidings. 61RM was used, and departed from 
Spencer Street, platform 6 at 09 34. The first stage was 
run via Upfield to the Somerton Blue Circle siding, 
with an interesting triple cross at Gowrie, which has no 
loop. The second stage was run via Broadmeadows and 
Albion to Sunshine, with a trek down the Albion Reid 
siding to a factory gate north of Albion station. The 
third stage was run over the Sunshine - Brooklyn - 
Newport line, with a side trip from Brooklyn to the 
buffers of the Apex siding. A trip to the Departmental 


summit at Heathcote Junction. Lower down, Wallan 
Loop was passed at 22 55 (20 48). According to the S 
Circular we had originally intended to cross the Sydney 
Express here. Now the loops were passed in quick suc- 
cession — Donnybrook at 23 03 (21 03), Somerton at 23 
11 (21 11), Tullamarine at 23 18 (21 22) and McIntyre at 
23 24 (21 28). 

A small consolation was that as we were 112 minutes 
late there was not a ‘spark’ in sight. On some other Fly- 
ing Scotsman excursions if the train had been over two 
minutes late train control had terminated the train at 
Sunshine. 

So we steamed on past Sunshine Loop at 23 31. Then 
another incident occurred. On the access road to 
Dynon Loco a motor vehicle scraped the front of the 
loco. By the time we had stopped the car concerned 
had left the scene, its driver having made a quick 
inspection of his vehicle. Another inspection of the Fiy- 
ing Scotsman showed minor damage to drain cocks and 
wiring looms, and once again we limped into a terminal 
station, arriving at 00 03 (22 00). 

Despite all of the problems encountered it had still 
been an excellent tour, and special tribute must be 
given to all who had worked on Flying Scotsman under 
enormous pressure for the benefit of the passengers. 
Thank you. 
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Rubbish Siding was abandoned because of several 
derailments during the preceeding weeks. The New- 
port lunch stop lasted from 12 54 until 13 25. 

Just before departure, a triple diesel cross was 
observed: C503-702-G535-G514-X51 on a freight to 
Adelaide via Cressy eased by on the goods loop, A73 
headed a down Geelong pass. and N462 headed an up 
Geelong pass. The special used the east line, crossed to 
the west and entered the sidings to the Esso oil term- 
inal and the BP oil terminal (stopping outside the gates 
for safety). The return onto the main line was delayed 


61RM at the Albion Reid siding, Sat.25.2.89. (Roderick B Smith) 
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"by having to wait for B65 on an up cement train, A62 on 
an up Geelong pass. and N462 on a down Geelong 
-pass., with the latter two passing simultaneously. The 
special continued to Laverton, reversing in the goods 
loop while an up suburban went through. The up jour- 
ney was made via Altona, crossing a suburban at Laver- 
ton loop. From Newport, the east goods line was taken 
to Brooklyn, then the Tottenham goods lines, Bunbury 
Street tunnel, Dynon Junction, the North Dynon load- 
ing area, Lloyd Street bridge, Weighbridge Junction, a 
hump avoiding track, Viaduct Junction, Flinders 
Street, the northern loop (with a photostop at 
Museum, before it gets renamed Library?) and the 
| through siding at Arden Street, North Melbourne 
sidings were taken, before halting at the last men- 


61RM at the Total oil siding, Paisley, Sat.25.2.89. (Roderick B Smith) 


tioned. Penetration of the sidings was prevented by 
B65 shunting the aforeseen cement train. 

From there the ladder track was traversed to a point 
near the hump, with a reversal to continue via the canal 
sidings south of Dynon loco depot and around the 
triangle at Dynon Junction before traversing the goods 
lines to Viaduct Junction, from where the special ran to 
Flinders Street. The next run was made to Ashburton. 
Because of lateness, the special was held on the down 
line at Riversdale to be overtaken by a down suburban 
on the bi-directional up line. Returning from Ashbur- 
ton, the special diverged again at Viaduct Junction and 
proceeded around the North Melbourne reversing 
loop and over the flyover to terminate at platform 5 at 
Spencer Street at 18 23. 


AREA Warrenheip Tour, 23 June 1989 


Although Warrenheip is not the warmest place on 

Earth in the middle of winter, this did not discourage 

those who had chosen to spend the night in warm(?) 

wooden bodied sleeping cars on this particular trip. 

Our two cars, Coliban and Goulburn, were to be 

attached to the rear of the 16 15 down Ballarat pass., but 
_ it was 16 30 before the train was shunted to platform 3, 
because of an industrial dispute. 


After a few more delays, we departed for Ballarat at 
16 39. The consist was: A78, X45, N16, Goulburn and 
Coliban. About 30 people were on the trip, and we all 
had to travel in Goulburn to Ballarat as the Train of 
Knowledge cars are not allowed to carry passengers at a 
speed greater than 80 km/h. Steady rain was now fall- 
ing, but with no planned photostops until the following 
day this didn’t really matter. On the way to Ballarat 
many photo albums were passed around, and the Tour 
Organiser showed us some proposals for the new rail- 
cars, which would consist of a B class with an ACN sub- 
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stituted for the engine section! After coming to the 
conclusion that this type probably wouldn’t be built, 
we arrived at Ballarat at 18 27, 15 min. late. We had just 
over an hour in which to get tea, as we were timetabled 
to depart at 19 42. 

Earlier in the day we had been told that there was a 
spare G class at Ballarat, and when J arrived back at the 
station after purchasing something to eat I was very 
pleased to find G538, still retaining most of its show- 
room shine, at the head of our special train. I obtained 
a couple of long exposures of the G and the train, 
which was stabled in the car shed siding. Tait cars were 
sitting in the other sidings, and they are to be used fora 
restaurant at Ballarat. Our train was shunted to No. 1 
platform and readied for departure. We left Ballarat at 
19 53, 11 min. down. The run up to Warrenheip was 
great. The G was moved up to notch 8, and we were 
whisked up the hill with considerable ease at 80 km/h. 
Arrival time at Warrenheip was 20 00. Our train was 
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shunted into ‘A’ siding, where we were stabled over- 
night. 

Fourteen trains were scheduled to pass through 
Warrenheip between the time at which we arrived and 
our departure the next day. J did not note all move- 
ments, but a few examples were: X44/7 on the down 
Mildura goods, 701/4/6 on a down Superfreighter, 
N454/75 on the down Overland, N466 on the down 
Vinelander, X52-X38 on another down goods and G513 
and an unidentified X on a down Superfreighter. The 
Tour Organiser roped us into folding and enveloping 
the AREA mailout, and by the time this was done it 
was midnight — time for bed. The three blankets which 
were supplied to each person were put to good use by 
all participants on the tour. 

I awoke the next day to the sound of two Gs on a 
down ‘wheatie’ from the Geelong line, at about 07 00 I 
think. Then, at about 07 27 flat topped T413 (formerly 
D1 of the Portland Cement company) arrived light 
engine from the Geelong line. T413 pulled us out of 
the siding, ran around the train and posed for a depar- 
ture photo for those who ventured out into the cold air. 
The train departed the "heip at 08 16, 6 min. down. 

With Goulburn’s saloon end trailing we had a good 
view of the receding track as we enjoyed our breakfast 
in a relaxed setting. There were two planned photo- 
stops en route to Geelong, the first at a rail over road 
bridge between Lal Lal and Elaine and the second at 
the Moorabool viaduct. The T class had the short end 
leading and looked great in its new paint. At Gherin- 
ghap a cross with the down Dimboola had been time- 
tabled. Arrival at Gheringhap was at 09 21, and A70 was 
on the pass. Departure from the quaint station of 
Gheringhap was at 09 35. A few little problems with the 
contacts on 413 were experienced between Gherin- 
ghap and Geelong, but no stops were needed. 

Arrival time at North Geelong ‘C’ Box was 10 04, 
where we picked up members of the T413 Preservation 
Group, who must have been eager to ride behind the 
loco they had restored, especially on its first outing ona 
revenue train. The train now headed for the grain loop. 
The unloading facilities here are quite extensive anda 
few VHGFs were in the complex at the time of inspec- 
tion, albeit with no engines up front. We greeted ‘C’ 
Box again at 10 16. Now T413 was heading back to its 


T413 at a photostop near Lal Lal, Sat.24.6.89. 
(Grant Payne) 


home territory, Fyansford. Photos were obtained at 
Fyansford and our stay lasted from 10 34 until 10 40. 
The special then ran to North Geelong. With the pres- 
ent structure to be replaced in the near future, obtain- 
ing a photo with a blue engine near the station building 
was a must. The T class ran around the consist and we 
departed for Melbourne at 11 08, after a 10 minute stop. 

The T was now able to stretch its legs on the way to 
Melbourne. At Laverton, a photo of the T next to an up 
‘spark’ was obtained, with the driver of the ‘spark’ just 
placing his train in perfect position for a photo. The 
stop lasted from 11 49 until 12 03. The train was now 
only two minutes down on the schedule. Our special 
ran via Westona and a photostop was held at Sea- 
holme, in the almost record time of 1/5 minutes! The 
Tour Organiser had warned us that we only had one 
minute here, but he wasn’t disappointed with our 
waste of 30 seconds! Newport was reached at 12 25, 
Footscray at 12 31 and we arrived at Spencer Street, 
only six minutes down, at 12 44. 

Thanks for this trip must go to the T413 Preservation 
Group for the use of their engine. 


T413 at North Geelong, Sat.24.6.89. (John Green) 


NEWSRAIL 


The following is the text of an address on safeworking in 
Victoria given to the April 1988 monthly entertainment of 
the ARHS Victorian Division. It is presented because of 
the interesting nature of its content. 


Mr President, Ladies and Gentlemen, I have been 
asked to give a review of safeworking practices in Vic- 
toria since the commencement of the running of trains 
here. 


It is rather difficult to do this in the half hour given; it 
reminds me of the Irish Exam Paper: ‘Write a short his- 
tory of the universe giving the major events. Be brief’. 
I will have to be. 


There is another difficulty. You may have noticed 
that the Members’ News Sheet said that I should cover 
154 years. I wonder what I should say of the 20 years 
before we had any railways in Victoria. 


When O S Nock was here some years back, he was 
asked whether anyone had written a history of Staff 
and Ticket. He replied, ‘not that I know of, but added 
that if anyone ever did it would result in a rather large 
volume, and that is only one aspect of this very broad 
subject. 
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Trends in Railway Safeworking 


JACK McLEAN 


What I do hope to do tonight is to have a look at how 
they were running trains 100 years ago when the only 
reasonable means of long distance travel was the train, 
and then have a look at 50 years ago when people 
started to own their own cars, and I started watching 
the trains, and lastly at today when there are almost no 
branch lines, at least not those with passenger services, 
and the few goods trains are faster and longer than they 
were in 1938. 

I won’t really try to forecast what it will be like in 50 
years time, that is if there are any trains at all. I might 
take a very cautious look at the year 2000. 

Do you remember the year 1888? We had moved out 
of the era in which train running depended on the 
timetable and where stationmasters managed single 
lines with the rule that they should not send a train into 
a section until they had made sure that the section was 
clear. We had moved into the staff and ticket era in 
1873, about 20 years after staff and ticket was first used, 
on the London and North Western Railway. It wasn’t 
the greatest system of all time, but it certainly provided 
a base routine which stationmasters could follow when 
they were running trains. 


T413 refuged at Laverton whilst a regular train passes, Sat.24.6.89. (John Green) 


If you know safeworking at all, you will be aware of 
the shortcomings of staff and ticket. It preserves the 
direction of the section and that’s about all. 

On single lines, Tablet was an improvement in 1892, 
but the instruments and the tablets themselves were 
comparatively delicate and I am not surprised that even 
after a five year start, Electric Staff from 1897 overtook 
the tablet system. When Miniature Electric Staff came 
in 1913 and replaced the tablet on VR’s North Eastern 
line there was very little tablet left. 

Double lines had had Winter’s Block since 1883 and 
again, bearing in mind the shortcomings of these 
instruments, they were quite an improvement on 
Morse Telegraph or Time Interval. 

At this stage the railway was run in what we would 
today call modules, by stationmasters and signalmen 
on their own seemingly isolated bits of railway. If you 
worked at Werribee all you were interested in was 
accepting a train from Laverton and sending it on to 
Little River, or vice versa. Generally, what happened 
on the far sides of the other two stations didn’t directly 
concern you. If you had an express coming one way 


and a goods coming the other, you might ask Laverton 
to hold the goods there so as not to delay the express, 
but perhaps you wouldn’t know where the goods was 
until Laverton offered it to you. 
Fifty years later in 1938, I started my personal inte- | 
rest in these things and I asked questions with teenage | 
intensity. My curiosity was increased when the ques- | 
tions got fobbed off. 
In 1938 there were lots of places with Track Circuits 
which had been introduced in the early 1900s. On 
single lines we had the Automatic Signalling on the | 
narrow gauge between Upper Ferntree Gully and Bel- | 
grave. It was probably an experiment conducted before 
arrangements were made for the installation of auto- | 
matic signalling on the single track Geelong line in 
1928. 
In the suburbs, the awkwardness of changing staffs | 
with drivers of the 1919 electric trains caused the instal- | 
lation of Lever Locking and Track Control in 1926. | 
The large electric staffs of 1897 were in many places | 
being superseded by the miniature electric staff of | 
1913, and the passage of trains through stations was | 


Y133 and T320 depart Avenel on an enthusiasts’ special to Seymour, Sat.20.8.88. (Graham Withers) | 


This and nine other photos in this month’s issue feature examples of the semaphore signals which are rapidly disappearing from 
the Victorian railway scene. 
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N455 at the western end of Rockbank loop with the down 
Dimboola pass., Sun.5.6.88. (Terry Dexter) 


sped up by the use of Mechanical Staff Exchangers in 
1926. By 1938 too, the double line automatic signals of 
1915 had been extended to a radius of perhaps 10 miles 
from Melbourne, taking in Newport, St Albans, Essen- 
don, Clifton Hill, Box Hill, Carnegie and Glenhuntly. 


In those fifty years too, there were a number of ‘one- 
offs’, or sometimes ‘two-offs’, such as the remotely 
‘controlled junctions at Maldon Junction and Goul- 
burn Junction and the unattended electric staff stations 
at Mysia and Barraport, with their upper quadrant 
automatic signals. There was Track Block at Ballarat 
‘East and a few other places. The automatic electric staff 
at Mysia and Barraport enabled these single line cross- 

‘ing stations to operate without. signalmen. 


The Train Section orders of 1926 were probably at 
their peak in 1938; they would make an interesting 
study. Were the rules written with scrupulous care or 
were they written to make it less likely that they would 
succeed as a system? There were lots of conservative 

railwaymen then: safeworking officers, ‘blockos’, 

drivers, guards and signalmen who were not at all 
enthusiastic about such an innovation. Perhaps the 
most likely reason for their lack of success was that 
‘they were not supervised, controlled nor issued by 
train controllers. They were issued as a result of the 
| co-operation between two stationmasters. 
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By 1938, Train Control had been in operation for 12 
years. A Central Controller collected information in 
the form of messages sent in by signalmen. The infor- 
mation was recorded on a graph and the controllers 
made decisions on the basis of what would be in the 
best interests of the whole line. They could decide to 
hold the express for three minutes for a goods train 
which might have been delayed an hour otherwise 
waiting somewhere else for the express. Under the pre- 
vious piecemeal system, such a move would have been 
unlikely to be made. 

The train controller became the third party in a 
number of safeworking processes, particularly during 
failures. Two signalmen still had to confer, but the con- 
troller, away from it all yet in possession of the overall 
picture could make sure that all conditions had been 
complied with. 

And so we come to 1988. As we have seen so far, 
changes are always with us. However, in the ’80s we 
have had years of heavy losses in railway finances. 
There has been pressure from employees asking for 
more pay, and pressure from governments wanting 
reductions in losses. There have been the provision of 
better roads and the development of better motor 
vehicles (and more of them). With more competition 
the railway had probably ceased to have a monopoly 
since about 1930. No longer could we afford to have a 
man at Parwan, Glenorchy or Dooen just to accept and 
forward trains and occasionally put one in a siding, par- 
ticularly as the small number of passengers and the 
small amount of goods traffic provided little clerical 
work at such places. 

So, on the signalling front I suppose the biggest sin- 
gle innovation must have been CTC. It put all the work 
of the signalmen at the little places in the hands of one 
man, perhaps 200 miles away. The development of 
electronics made this possible. At the same time, the 
short crossing loops at the small places were replaced 
by half as many, twice as long, at locations which didn’t 
have the constraints of stations in the middle of towns. 

Some time during the ’80s I made an observation, in 
comparing Victoria with Alberta, that soon there 
would only be two kinds of railways, those with fast 
heavy trains on lines controlled by CTC and those with 
very low level operating facilities running trains only 
during the wheat season. Victoria certainly seems to be 
heading that way. There are some other parallels too. 
Canada, like Victoria, is experimenting with what we 
call Electronic Safeworking. It works something like 
this. 

The train controller has a computer and a radio. 
Each engine has a radio and a VDU. When the con- 
troller decides to send a train from A to B, he keys the 
request into the computer. If it is safe to do so, the 
computer then sends a radio message to the engine 
which results in the order being shown on the VDU on 
the engine, viz. ‘Proceed from A to B’. This is the 
authority for the engine or train to proceed. When the 
engine moves out of the first station, it passes over a 
transponder which indicates where the train is, and 
when it arrives at the next station a similar transponder 
indicates the train’s new position. These indications 
are radioed to the controller’s computer, which is 
prevented from issuing two orders which are incom- 
patible. 
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Over the last 50 years there have been a number of 
innovations apart from CTC. I should mention unat- 
tended crossing loops at which trains run through the 
left hand track in each direction, (at some the right 
hand track is taken) rather like Bendigo trams. Their 
introduction has removed some of the objections to 
unattended single line crossing stations without expen- 
sive installations such as power signalling. There have 
been a number of extensions of automatic signalling, 
both on single and double lines and there has been an 
increase in the mileage of double track. In country 
areas, by contrast, because of the cessation of many 
passenger services there is no longer the need for safe- 
working equipment even so elaborate as electric staff, 
and closely spaced crossing stations are becoming rare. 
It is obvious that even more lines are going to be 
closed, and even the lines which ‘only run trains in the 
wheat season’ might close because there may not be 
many more wheat seasons as far as the railway is con- 
cerned. 

Will the Warrnambool line survive? This is a line on 
which the nine electric staff sections of 1938 have now 
been replaced by two staff and ticket sections. Or what 
about the Toolamba - Echuca line, on which five 
electric staff sections have been replaced by one staff 
and ticket section? 

I have not so far mentioned Train Orders. (My pre- 
vious reference was to Train Section Orders, which are 
something different.) I know that train orders are 
expected to be introduced to Victoria some time this 
year. I have seen a printer’s proof of the form of the 
order. I have also heard people say that just as we are 
introducing train orders, the Americans and Canadians 
are abandoning them. On the surface this seems true, 
but American train orders are unbelievably compli- 
cated, or perhaps J should say that they were. What the 
Americans and Canadians are changing to is called (in 
Canada) MBS or Manual Block System, which is quite 
similar to our version of train orders. Radio has made a 
lot of these innovations possible; expenses have made 
many of them a necessity. 

Paying off a house is probably cheaper than paying 
rent, but you have to have the money to pay off the 
house, or even to pay the deposit in the first place. 
Similarly, CTC for instance will cut the costs of operat- 
ing a railway but the money first has to be found to 
enable CTC to be installed. 

There are no easy solutions to what appear to be 
simple problems, and a solution doesn’t always work in 
the direction in which it was hoped. It must have been 
very early in the history of running trains that the 
necessity for labelling the end of a train was seen, to 
ensure that the train, the whole train and nothing but 
the train had arrived at the far end of a section. Air 
brakes were regarded as God’s gift to the stopping of 
trains. The breaking of a hose pipe caused the brakes to 
be applied, but the air pumps on the engines became so 
powerful that they could pump up the pipe which was 
open at the end and release the train brakes or keep 
them released. 

This happened at Riddell, I think in 1949. There was 
an up goods train with two vans, one being in the mid- 
dle of the train. The train broke in two approaching 
Riddell. The signalman there saw the middle van, (and 
didn’t look for the taildisc) and gave ‘Train Arrival’ to 
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Gisborne. The X class engine with its powerful air- 
pump kept the brakes off and the train kept going. The 
next train came through the section and collided with 
the rear portion of the first train. 

During the same decade I think, just when auto- 
matic couplings were being considered as the solution 
to the problem of breakaways, it was realised that the 
couplings did in fact work automatically and that a 
train in a refuge siding could quite easily pick up some 
unwanted vehicles behind the train’s van. My friends at 
Mitcham in about 1940 got into trouble because a 
goods train backed into the siding behind the platform 
and picked up a couple of strays behind the van. Mit- 
cham didn’t see the train leave, Tunstall didn’t see the 
the taildisc and nor did Blackburn, and only when the 
train arrived at Box Hill did the signalman draw the 
guard’s attention to what was behind the van. 

Both of these incidents could have been more seri- 
ous than they were, but both were caused by inatten- 
tion to tail signals. In each case also, equipment which 
solved old problems created new ones. 

These days, with two-man crews and because both 
men are at the front, there is no-one to attend to the 
rear portion of a breakaway. Other trains and signal- 
men report the completeness of trains to drivers by 
radio, but the second man has a long way to walk if he 
has to do so himself. 

In steam days, it was thought that if the engine 
hadn’t been so rough riding and if the fireman hadn’t 
had to fire, and change staffs, the crew would have 
been better able to look for signals and look out for the 
rear of the train. But this wasn’t so either. | 

On the subject of prophesies, which I am reluctant to 
make, some time back an English magazine listed 
seven places where there were still somersault signals 
in the UK. I wrote to them that I calculated that we still 
had 2000 somersault signals and that they would be 
here for along time. Since then they have all gone from 
Flinders Street and from the main line west of Ararat. 
Tourello Loop has no signals and it replaces quite a few 
at Clunes. After having seen the removal of all these 
signals I would be foolish to say what I thought the 
position would be in the year 2000. However, I men- 
tioned earlier that this year V/Line would probably 
have train orders. I wonder if] will live long enough to 
see the last of them. Why? Because there is a possibility 
of improvement in operating facilities being made on 
lines which don’t need them. 

If, for instance we introduce Electronic Safeworking 
on the Mildura line (to replace train orders) there will 
have to be a radio network strong enough not only to 
work the Mildura line but to cover the adjacent Robin- 
vale line also. To ensure that locomotives could be 
moved from one line to another, all engines would 
have to have VDUs or the facility to have portable 
VDUs. So, the Robinvale line, with its one train a day, 
might progress from staff and ticket to train orders to 
electronic safeworking, which was really only intended 
for the Mildura line. 

I don’t think I’m rash to suggest that a future V/Line 
might have only two single line safeworking systems, 
CTC and ESW, but I wouldn’t bet on it. In 12 years’ 
time when Jim Brough has his 100th birthday, maybe 
you will ask me to come again and explain where I have 
gone wrong. 
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Rollingstock 


PARCELS VANS 


Further to March 87 Newsrail, p.73, the article ignores 
the origin of 156-8M. These were ABCM double ended 
swingdoor motors for use on lightly trafficked services, 
and were converted to parcels coaches. The assertion 
that 156M was builtin 1932 is wrong. A point ignored in 
the article is that 1CM and 2CM were built with cleres- 
tory roofs; 3-SCM were built with semi-elliptic roofs. 
157ABM became 10CM on 7.10.57. 162ABM became 
11CM on 30.10.57. Following accident damage to 
3CM, which was the parcels van fitted with a roof look- 
out for overhead inspection, 10CM was provided with a 
roof lookout in 1961. The lookout was modified in 
1962, (Sept.62 DD). Hence, the parcels coach used for 
checking the Yallourn line was definitely 3CM 
(Aug.86, p.232). 3CM was fitted with a Faiveley panto- 
graph in 1963 as an experiment. 

The October 1933 WTT refers to parcels coaches 
and double ended motor coaches (except 113M and 
156M) being restricted to eight vehicles trailing, or 150 
tons up a 1 in 50 grade. 113M and 156M were allowed to 
haul 245 tons up a 1 in 50 grade. 

The authoritative reference for suburban electric 
stock is Electric Railways of Victoria by Dornan & Hen- 
derson (AETA, 1979). It is rather vague on the origin of 
double ended motor coaches. The initial predictions 
were that nine would be needed by Stage 3 of electrifi- 
ciation, and the 1916 numbering scheme allowed for 
1-10ABCM. By 1921 only two had been made. The 
1921 renumbering used 155-164M for the double 
ended Ms, but presumably not all had been created at 
that stage. A later note states that spare control equip- 
ment intended for D cars was used to create double 
ended Ms and CMs. A photo shows 159M with a 
pseudo canopy end; not all received this treatment for 
the second end. The double ended vehicles were 155-9 
and 162-4 (eight vehicles). 

The 1904-25 rollingstock plans book contains only 
156/7 and 162M, all three not having the false canopy at 
the second end. 
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All parcels vans had plate frame bogies until the 
1960s, when they were given cast bogies from scrapped 
M cars. 5CM still had plate frame bogies in 1960. 


The following notes may be of interest: 


155M: to workmen’s camp van 1957-9 (see DD) 

156M: in use as backup parcels van 1931-2. Retained its 
passenger appearance. 

157M: to 10CM 7.10.55 (Feb.58 DD, with correction). 

158M: in use as parcels van from 19??. No rebuilding — 
just removal of seats. Recoded 14CM in Dec.63; still 
red in 1967. 

159M: in use as parcels van from 19??. No rebuilding — 
just removal of seats. Recoded 15CM in Sept.64. A 
photo of 159M adjacent to an early Harris set was 
published in Feb.83 Newsrail, p.9. 

162M: rebuilt to 11CM 30.10.57. (Feb.58 DD). 

163M: rebuilt to 12CM Aug. 59. (Sept.59 DD). 

164M: rebuilt to 13CM Dec.59. (Mar.60 DD). 

1CM: built June 1921. 

2CM: built June 1921. 

3CM: built 1922: semi elliptical roof, observation 
cupola from outset. 

4CM: built 1925/6. 

5CM: built 1925/6. 


The CMs were repainted blue and gold, starting with 
5CM in 1960 (July 60 DD). Aug.60 DD reported 
11CM’s repaint. Oct.60 DD reported 1CM’s and 3CM’s 
repaints. Dec.60 DD reported the repainting of 12CM 
and 13CM. Jan. 61 reported 4CM’s repaint, and stated 
that only 10CM was left in red. 1OCM was given a 
cupola and was painted blue in 1961 (July 61 DD). 

10CM was at Newport Workshops on original plate 
frame bogies awaiting scrapping after collision damage 
(April 67 DD). It would be repaired and would get cast 
bogies according to May 67 DD. It was returned to ser- 
vice and was given lightweight pantographs. (Aug. 67 
DD). (Roderick B Smith) 


Wagon Note 1. VIQX638C, Bendigo, 29.4.89, recently relettered ‘VR TANK’! (John Green) 
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TRAINS AND SIGNALS 


Above: X34/40 at Sydenham on the down Swan Hill pass., Mon.27.3.89. (Graham Withers) 
Below: N468 arrives at Ballan on the 11 40 up Ballarat pass., Sat.13.8.88. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Above: A77 arrives at Seymour with 8305 down Albury pass., Sat.23.4.88. 


Below: A79 passes through Woodend on its way from Bendigo to Melbourne, Fri.1.7.88. (Both photos Matthew Crichton) 
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General News 


Alcohol bans: The State Government has begun test- 
ing a range of alcohol restrictions on country trains 
after a number of complaints about drunken loutish 
behaviour. The trial period is to operate until Sat.26.8. 
The restrictions range from total bans on the sale of 
alcohol to restricted times for its sale. 


A project officer has been appointed to study the 
effects of the alcohol restrictions on train passengers. 
Stationmasters and ticket agents will be asked to 
provide their opinions on the restrictions and a market 
survey will be done. 


The following restrictions will take place: 
Warrnambool: No alcohol will be sold. 
Dimboola: No alcohol sold between 1700 and 19 00. 


Mildura (Sunraysia): Alcohol available only between 
11 00 and 14 30. 


Mildura (Vinelander): Alcohol available until 23 00. 


Bendigo — Swan Hill: Light ale and wine coolers only, 
with no time restrictions. 


Cobram: No alcohol. 


Albury: No alcohol available on any service leaving 
Melbourne or Albury after 14 30. 


Bairnsdale: No restrictions. 


Flower power: Victoria’s ‘dead’ railway lines may soon 
be pushing up daisies. Once deemed unsightly weeds, 
the plants growing alongside the tracks are now recog- 
nised as precious native flora. Plans to preserve existing 
native flora and establish ‘biological’ corridors along 
the former lines were announced early in July by the 
Conservation, Forests and Lands Minister. The first 
line to be considered will be the Hamilton to Coleraine 
line, followed by other disused lines in the Portland 
area. 


Amalgamation of regions: On Sat.1.7 the Northern and 
North Eastern regions were amalgamated to form a 
new Northern region and the Eastern and South West- 
ern regions were amalgamated to form a new Southern 
region. The regional headquarters are at Bendigo and 
Geelong respectively. 


Fast train inquiry:The Australian Conservation Foun- 
dation has backed calls for a Senate inquiry into the 
Very Fast Train proposal, saying that it was unaccept- 
able for the Federal Government to leave the issue to 
the states. A spokesperson for the AGF said that the 
ACF did not oppose an ‘environmentally sensitive’ 
high-speed rail link between Melbourne and Sydney 
but it was concerned about the environmental impact 
of the proposed East Gippsland route. 


42206 passes Kilmore East on the down /ntercapital Daylight, Thurs.29.6.89. (lan Green) 
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Overhead costs: The management consultant firm 
Price Waterhouse Urwick has prepared a report reveal- 
ing an imbalance between V/Line’s operating costs 
and non-operating costs, caused by a ‘top heavy super- 
visory structure’. At the direction of the Minister for 
Transport, an action plan was being prepared in 12 
weeks (commencing in April) to reduce management 
costs. 


Sydney - Melbourne XPT: Sound familar? For the last 
few years many statements have been made that an 
XPT service would be provided between the two cities 
but because of State Government and union disagree- 
ment, the service has not eventuated. Once again the 
NSW and Victorian governments are working on a 
joint operation which would see V/Line owning its 
own XPT. Two trainsets would service the route daily 
and would cut the journey time by about 3 hours. The 
move to extend the XPT from Albury to Melbourne 
was announced on Thurs. 15.7 as part of a major shake- 
up of the NSW’s rail system. 


As part of the plan, Bendigo, Echuca and Sheppar- 
ton are to get bus services to link them with Wagga six 
days a week. The extended XPT service would be ope- 
rated from a pool of three XPTs, two of which would be 
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owned by NSW, the other owned by Victoria. The new 
service would replace the existing /ntercapital Daylight 
and the Sydney/ Melbourne Express. There is no provi- 
sion for a sleeping berth service. A spokesperson for 
the NSW Transport Minister said he hoped the new 
service would be operating within the next twelve 
months. 


Northern line saga mark 3:A PREDICTABLE END! 
Despite front page banner headlines (RURAL 
REVOLT/STATION STAFF GO/NIGHT RAIL 
CLOSURE) in the Northern Times, and two packed 
public protest meetings, station staff will be reduced on 
the Northern line. The locals were incensed when the 
Minister for Transport refused to meet a deputation on 
the matter. Director General of Transport writing at 
the direction of the Minister, advised the Shire of Gor- 
don that V/Line had considered matters raised at the 
public meetings held in Pyrarnid Hill but sees no 
reason to change its decision to withdraw staff and in 
the circumstances the Minister can see no advantage in 
meeting to discuss the matter further. 


V/Line confirmed that the two staff members at 
Pyramid would be offered other positions in the state 
and that one staff member at Kerang would also go. 
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The removal of the staff member at Kerang will mean 
that the station is unattended when the evening pass. 
arrives from Melbourne at 21 19. The Cohuna bus 
driver who was given just three days notice of the ter- 
mination of his Pyramid rail-link contract said a 
V/Line official had told him “In 2 years don’t be sur- 
prised if there’s no rail service at all”. Mark 3 of the 
Northern line saga illustrates just another phase of 
democracy at work — a government instrumentality 
endeavouring to reduce a massive deficit, taking the 
flack from local hostile communities reluctant to lose 
yet another public service, weighing up the circums- 
tances and then proceeding as initially intended. Elimi- 
nation of railway staff and replacement of on station 
ticket sales with local ticket agencies have previously 
been carried out on other lines. 


Footnotes: 

(i) Although the town (with its accompanying pyramid 
shaped hill) is named Pyramid Hill, the railway time- 
table has long shown it as simply Pyramid. (ii) Ironi- 
cally, back in the late 1950s, assailed by the Kerang 
New Times headlines ‘Hit & Run Rail Commissioner’s 
Visit’, the VR Commissioner’s Special Train, headed 
by the original D? 639 with the original Norman car in 
the consist, ‘took refuge for the night’ at Pyramid after 
a heated verbal battle at Kerang station. In those days, 
locals needing to visit Melbourne on business or for 
specialist medical appointments were forced to spend 


Operations 


GENERAL 


Railcar and railmotor fleet: For most of July there were 
no DRCs or Derms in traffic. A set of 2xMTH was used 
on the Frankston — Stony Point services. A set of 
CP-2xMTH was used on the habitual roster of the 05 45 
up Seymour, the 1602 down Sunbury, the 17 30 up, and 
the 18 30 down Seymour. A set of CP-2xBK was used 
on the 05 40 up Bacchus Marsh, the 07 04 down Sey- 
mour, the 09 30 up, the 14 05 down Bacchus Marsh, the 
15 55 up, the 18 02 down Bacchus Marsh, the 20 00 up 
and the 21 35 down Bacchus Marsh. Buses were used 
for the 13 05 down Seymour, the 18 38 down Bacchus 
Marsh, the 19 17 and the 21 20 down Sunbury trains; 
also (presumably) the 04 55 and the 08 40 down Sun- 
bury trains. A set of CP-AE-BE replaced the BK set for 
one week; and a sighting of ACZ-2xBK occurred early 
in the month. Two DRCs were in traffic on Thurs.20.7. 


* mid June: A set of CD-2xBK was noted one day. 


* Wed.28.6, a Derm worked the 14 05 Bacchus Marsh; 
the K set was used for the 13 05 Seymour. 

* Mon.3.7, the 09 40 up Seymour was T362 hauling an 
N set. 


* Tues.4.7, the 07 04 down Seymour was P11-2xBK- 
ACZ. 


* Wed.5.7, the 09 40 up Seymour was P11-CP293- 
BK2-BK1. P14 worked the set on the 14 05 down 
Bacchus Marsh. Loose equipment at Spencer Street 
included RM55, MTH103 and CP292. 


* Thurs.6.7, the 09 40 up Seymour was P-K set. 
* By Sat.8.7 CP293-51AE-4BE had replaced the K set. 
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three days away plus two nights staying in the metrop- 
olis. Quicker but inconvenient alternatives were a 130 
km pre-dawn dash by car to Bendigo to catch the early 
morning train to Melbourne or a return by rail to 
Cohuna (the ultimate jackpot being travel on an aged 
Leyland railmotor substituting for a disabled new 
Walker DRC) thence 25 km by car to Kerang. All the 
humble locals sought was a convenient day return train 
service to Melbourne. One Commissioner, not known 
to possess a sense of humour, had, unbeknown to the 
deputation, become nettled a few minutes earlier while 
inspecting the livestock loading ramp. Having just told 
the farmers there was nothing wrong with the facilities 
he promptly tore his suit on a defective gate. Further 
incensed that anybody dare suggest a change to the 
timetable (The Great Northern Limited was beyond 
change and the 12 00 Melbourne train had always left 
Bendigo at Noon!) the commissioner retorted “the 
public get the service they deserve, not what they 
might want. If you don’t use the service more we will 
withdraw the passenger trains on the Swan Hill line”. 
Famous last words! 


The countryites finally did get the service they surely 
deserved; some 25 years later the convenient day- 
return train to Melbourne was introduced. Unfortu- 
nately, by then many of the potential passengers had 
bought motor cars, and some, like the Leyland and 
Walker railcars, Had Gone to God! 


* Sat.15.7, the 07 10 down Seymour was A-BE-AE-CP. 

* Mon.17.7, the 18 30 down Seymour was X52- 
T390-MTH102-MTH103-CP292. The 21 05 arrival 
from Bacchus Marsh was T386-CP293-BK2-BK1. 


* Thurs.20.7, DRC40 was in service at Frankston. 
DRC42 was outshopped from Dynon and worked 
the 13 05 down Seymour and the 18 02 down Bac- 
chus Marsh. 


* Fri.21.7, the 14 05 down Bacchus Marsh had 
CP-2xBK. 


Workcare strike: On Wed.26.7 there were no V/Line 
or Met trains, the result of a statewide set of stoppages 
over Workcare reform. 


New country timetable: A new V/Line country time- 
table commenced on Sun.6.8. The timetables have 
been printed in book form, and the book was available 
two weeks before the new services commenced. There 
has been no significant change to the pattern of ser- 
vices, but there have been substantial minor revisions 
to times to allow for the altered use of equipment. The 
new timetable eliminates the scheduled use of Derms, 
and rearranges the use of H sets, allowing for the 
introduction of six 4-car sets incorporating the new 
BIH carriages. It has also allowed for alterations on the 
Albury line following the closure of Mangalore. One 
new feature is the regular operation of a push-pull dou- 
ble H set on the 17 19 down Sunbury. It now returns to 
Melbourne earlier, arriving at 19 00, and splits to form 
the 19 17 Sunbury and a 19 30 Geelong, replacing the 
former 19 10. The N set from the 17 52 Dimboola 
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Above: 64RM awaits departure for Melbourne at Seymour while 42218 approaches on the down /ntercapital 
Daylight, Sat.12.5.89. (John Dare) 


Below: A DRC, trailer and T361 at Stony Point, Thurs.22.9.88. (Rodger McCormack) 
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arrival, which formerly was used for the 19 10 Geelong, 
now forms an 18 18 South Geelong. This replaces the 
18 10 South Geelong, cascading an H set to a Bacchus 
Marsh service to replace a railcar. The 18 10 down Nor- 
therner, already the fastest train on the Bendigo line, 
has been accelerated a further 8 minutes and is now 
allowed 1 hour 47 minutes to Bendigo, stopping only at 
Castlemaine. The 09 30 Mon.-Fri. Flinders Street — 
Traralgon pass. now originates at Spencer Street at 09 
24, formed by an arrival (the 09 20 Ballarat). The 06 50 
Mon.-Fri. up Traralgon pass. still terminates at Flind- 
ers Street but the set continues to Spencer Street 
empty. The 09 55 Sat up Traralgon pass. was formerly 
advertised to terminate at Flinders Street at 12 14, 
although it continued empty to Spencer Street plat- 
form 8 to arrive at 12 30. It now departs Traralgon at 09 
35 and terminates at Spencer Street at 12 00. 


Interstate services suspended: From the evening of 
Fri.14.7 until at least Thurs.10.8 the Overland was 
replaced by buses between Melbourne and Adelaide 
because of industrial action. Buses also replaced the 
Sydney/ Melbourne Express and the Intercapital Daylight 
between Melbourne and Albury, with the trains oper- 
ating in NSW. On Sat.15.7 Intercapital Daylight 
departed Melbourne empty, ahead of its usual time, to 
be positioned at Albury. 


SCUTH WEST 


Geelong football traffic: When Geelong football team 
plays at the MCG an extra train is provided, departing 
South Geelong at 11 15. When Geelong plays at other 
Melbourne grounds, no special is provided. On 
Sat.10.6 (Queen’s Birthday Weekend) the train service 
was inadequate for the large number of patrons travel- 
ling to Melbourne. V/Line was criticised severely in 
the press. The following Sat., 17.6 V/Line provided a 
greatly enhanced service, but patronage was down and 
some of the return workings were cancelled. The 09 00 
down Geelong pass. was P19-SH-SH-P12. Instead of 
forming the 10 30 up Geelong, it formed a slightly ear- 
lier special originating at North Geelong. A triple-set 
special departed Geelong at 10 40, P23-P21-LH32- 
LH33-PH451-SH28-P16. An empty carriage working 
departed Melbourne at 09 30, X42-X49-BG-2xBE-AE- 
CP-2xBS-BRS- ACZ, to form the 11 15 up South Gee- 
long extra. As it was too long to run round at South 
Geelong, it ran round at Geelong and was towed to 
South Geelong by T404-T372. The 10 00 down Gee- 
long pass. was $312-X39-D-2xBS-BRS-BS-ACZ-BN- 
BRN-ACN, and formed the 11 30 up Geelong pass. On 
Sat.22.7 Geelong played Melbourne at VFL Park, an 
important match in which the winner would go to 
second on the ladder. At lunchtime one SH special was 
noted returning to Spencer Street from Clayton, while 
a second special with 2 H sets was stabled at Westall. 


Slow run: On Tues.11.4, A71 failed at North Geelong 
while working the 06 55 up South Geelong pass. T350 
was attached, and worked the train. At Little River it 
was held for 4 minutes to be overtaken by the 07 20 up 
South Geelong pass. Arrival at Melbourne was about 
40 minutes late. 


930s on pass.: On Wed.12.4 the 07 20 up South 
Geelong pass. was worked by 931- 947. On Fri.28.4 the 
17 41 down South Geelong pass. was worked by 
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A85-931. Further to Newsrail Aug.89, through May 
there were several workings of 930s from Geelong to 
Melbourne for radio repairs. The most common way of 
returning them to Geelong was on the 16 40 down 
South Geelong pass. 


WEST 

Roseworthy goods: On Thurs.27.4 N462 ran light 
engine to Roseworthy SA and picked up a short block 
grain train for Port Adelaide. V/Line locos rarely ven- 
ture north of Dry Creek. 


Sunraysia: Commencing Mon.17.7 the Melbourne- 
Mildura day train, the Sunraysia, will depart Spencer 
Street at 09 08 and run via Castlemaine to Marybo- 
rough and then as per timetable to Mildura. The diver- 
sion will be for at least 3 months because of trackwork 
between Ballarat and Maryborough. Alternate arrange- 
ments will be made for passengers who normally join 
the train at North Shore and Ballarat. 


Alcos on goods: On Fri.23.6 the 18 45 (9145) Dynon- 
Islington superfreighter had 701-704-706 as motive 
power. The train of 29 wagons departed Dynon at 18 
51. Two days later on Sun.25.6 the 21 00 (9150) Dry 
Creek - Melbourne train had 938-704-931 hauling the 
train. 


S class on Vinelander: On Fri.7.7 N455-S312 were 
noted on the 21 15 down Vinelander, while on Fri.21.7 
the locos were N473-S306. 


Barley traffic: Through July 30 000 tonnes of barley 
was being conveyed from northwest Victoria to Port 
Adelaide in V/Line hopper wagons. Most barley was 
conveyed via Wolseley, with only some proceeding via 
Pinnaroo. 


NORTH 

Echuca news: X and T class locos continue to pre- 
dominate on this line with an occasional visit by 
another class. Listed hereunder are sightings for July: 


Mon.3.7, T395-ALGX-3xVZSX-4xVHGF-10x bogie 
container wagons left Echuca on a down train at 09 
05. X40-9xVHGF arrived on an up train at 13 40. No 
deliveries of petrol or oil made by rail. 

Tues.4.7, T390-14x container flats-VLCX left on the 
down at 08 50. X35 arrived with an up train at 15 10. 

Wed.5.7, X42-22x container flats-VLCX left on a down 
train at 09 15. X31-X42 in the yard at 17 00. 

Thurs.6.7, B class (VR) left for Moulamein. T376-26x 
container flats-VLCX left on the down at 09 20. 

Fri.7.7, X40-T395(?)-2xVPCX-5xKMQ-15x container 
flats on an up train. 

Mon.10.7, T404-VLCX-14x container flats left on a 
down train at 09 05. X43-9xVHGEF arrived on an up 
train at 12 48. X43-T404-3xVOCX-25x container 
flats in yard as an up goods at 16 15. 

Tues.11.7, X43-T380 stabled in the yard at 08 30. There 
was no NSW bound train this day. 

Wed.12.7, X39-T399-4xVZTX-25x container flats in 
yard as an up goods at 17 15. 

Thurs. 13.7, X-VHGF’s left on the down at 06 10. 
T399-VLCX-8x container flats left on the down at 09 
00. T399-VLCX-8x container flats arrived on the up 
at 12 45. X43 was in the yard at 16 30. 


NEWSRAIL 


Fri.14.7, T382-VLCX-16x container flats left on the 
| down at 09 07. X36 was in the yard at 11 00. 
Mon.17.7, X43 left Echuca on the down at 06 03 with a 
block grain train. 

Tues. 18.7, T382-VLCX-10x container flats left on the 
down at 09 05 and T382-VLCX-10x container flats 
arrived back at 13 09. 

Wed.19.7, T406-VLCX-13x container flats left on the 
down at 09 03 and T406-VLCX-10x container flats 
arrived back on the up at 13 41. X42-T406 ran the up 
goods to Bendigo. 

Thurs.20.7, VHGFs were being loaded at the silos.in 
Echuca, X36-VLCX-8x container flats arrived in on 


_ the up at 12 43. 

Fri.21.7, a down block grain with 28xVHGEF left on the 
down at 06 35, X41-T406 were in the yard at 16 45. 

Tues.25.7, X43-VLCX-23x container flats left on the 

down at 09 35, X43-T405-VLCX-31x container flats 

_ in the yard at 17 00. 

‘Thurs.27.7, X44-17xVHGF left on the down at 08 55, 

T406-VLCX-15x container flats left on the down at 

09 30, X44-33xVHGEF in on the up at 17 09. 

Fri.28.7, X38-T375-12x VHGF-2xVZS X-VPCX-28x 

- container flats left on the up at 17 30. 

ee X40-2x container flats-17VHGF in on up at 

11. 


Sunbury options: The State Government has given a 
commitment that rail services will be retained and 
upgraded on the Sunbury line. Initially, some improve- 
ments on this line will occur later in 1989, when extra 
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carriages become available. Significant development is 
now occurring in the St Albans - Calder Park corridor. 
Plans exist for a new town centre at Sydenham, a cam- 
pus of the Western Institute and a Technology park at 
Calder Park. Residential population is expected to 
increase from 10 000 to 55 000 within 15 years. New 
stations are planned at Taylors Road, Sydenham (next 
to the new town centre) and, when required, at Calder 
Park. A financial analysis has indicated that upgraded 
diesel services will be the best option for serving Sun- 
bury over the next ten years. Continued strong patron- 
age growth on this line may justify electrification to 
Sunbury in the late 1990s. The cost would be about $37 
million based on current values. 


Bendigo loco visits: 


Sun.25.6, N475, T374, 376, 387, X36, 46, Y161, 163. 

Sun.2.7, N460, $300, T395, X32, 40, Y161, 163. 

Sun.9.7, G536, 538, N471, T372, 404, Y142, 161. 

Sun.16.7, G514, 515, N451, $302, T372, 382, 401, X36, 
43, Y161. 

Sun.23.7, G527, 539, N460, T372, X44, Y161. 


Bendigo pass. sightings: A and N class locos are still 
the main classes on passenger workings in the Bendigo 
area. Occasionally another class of loco makes an 
appearance such as Sun.25.6 when S312 ran the 08 00 
up pass. to Melbourne. The 16 10 pass. that day was 
N472-S302-P21-SH set. S302 was forwarded to North 
Bendigo Workshops the next day for repainting. Listed 
hereunder are other sightings in the area: 


279 


Mon.26.6, N471-2xD-Z set on the up Swan Hill pass. 

Tues.27.6, N469-2xD-Z set on the up Swan Hill pass. at 
North Bendigo at 09 00. 

Wed.28.6, A73-2xD-Z set on the up Swan Hill pass. at 
North Bendigo at 08 57. A81-D313- D315-Z set-D341 
on the down Swan Hill pass. at Bendigo at 19 45. 

Sun.2.7, P15 on the 16 10 down Bendigo pass., 
N456-A78 on the up Swan Hill pass. 

Mon.3.7, N466-2xD-N set on the up Swan Hill pass. at 
North Bendigo at 08 55. 

Tues.4.7, N475-X39 on the down Swan Hill pass. at 
Bendigo at 19 46. X39 was being worked north to 
work a block grain train the next day. N472 on the 18 
30 down pass. arrived at Bendigo at 20 45. 

Wed.5.7, N475-2xD-Z set on the up Swan Hill pass. at 
North Bendigo at 08 58. N461-D356-D303-Z set- 
D313 on the down Swan Hill pass. at Bendigo at 19 
45 


Thurs.6.7, N466-2xN set-D on the 18 30 down Bendigo 
pass. arrived at 20 56. 

Sat.8.7, N461-N set-D320 on the down Swan Hill pass. 
at Bendigo at 20 02. 

Sun.9.7, N472-P18 on the 18 10 down Bendigo pass. 
N470-D328-Z set on the up Swan Hill pass. 

Mon.10.7, N463-D337-D340-Z set on the down Swan 
Hill pass. 

Wed.12.7, N454-D312-D318-Z_ set-D341 on down 
Swan Hill pass. at Bendigo at 19 49. 

Thurs. 13.7, N460-N463-D339-S set-D362 on the down 
18 30 Bendigo pass. arrived at 20 40. 

Fri.14.7, N458-D302-A.CZ256-BS205-BRS-222-BS204- 
BS206 on the 06 50 up pass. departed 2 late and 
arrived at Spencer Street platform 13 at 09 10. The 
train was worked empty cars to Flinders Street for 
washing. N473-D309-D359-S set-D355 on the down 
Swan Hill pass. at Bendigo at 19 55. 

Sun.16.7, N457-P22 on the 16 10 down Bendigo pass. 
N464-N468 on the up Swan Hill pass. 

Mon.17.7, N454-D334-D313-Z set-D312 on the down 
Swan Hill pass. at Bendigo at 19 45. 

Tues. 18.7, N453-D344-D360-N set-D325 on the down 
Swan Hill pass. at Bendigo at 19 43. 

Wed.19.7, A71-D314-D317-Z set-D312 on the -down 
Swan Hill pass. at Bendigo at 19 43. 

Thurs.20.7, N472-D-D-N10-D on the down Swan Hill 
pass. at Bendigo at 19 55, 18 30 down Bendigo pass. 
N470-D321-S set-D305 arrived at 20 50. 

Sat.22.7, N465-N set on the down Swan Hill pass. 
arrived at Bendigo at 21 05. Travellers at Spencer 
Street boarded the train and were then transferred 
to buses. The buses travelled to either Sunshine or 
St Albans (can a reader clarify this?) and passengers 
then changed back to rail. 

Sun.23.7, N474-P13 on the 16 10 down pass. N472- 
A60-D322-Z set on the up Swan Hill pass., the first 
class carriage in darkness. 

Mon.24.7, N465-D-N12 on the up Swan Hill pass. at 
North Bendigo at 09 00. N459-D315- D360-Z set-D31 
2 on down Swan Hill pass. at Bendigo at 19 45. 
N466-N469-D3 13-4BE-BS203-BRS227-BS207- 
ACZ254-D358 on the 18 30 down pass. arrived at 
Bendigo at 20 39. 

Fri.28.7, N453-D302-D318-Z set-D312-D337 on the 
down Swan Hill pass. arrived at Bendigo at 19 50. 
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D337 was detached at Bendigo by Y161 before the pass. 
departed for Swan Hill. 

Sat.29.7, N452-D-N set ran the 11 00 up pass. N470-N 
set-D on the down Swan Hill pass. arrived at Ben- 
digo at 20 02. 

Sun.30.7, P11 on the 16 10 down pass., included in the 
consist was BIH184. A73-N456-D312-Z set on the up 
Swan Hill pass. arrived at Bendigo at 19 11 and 
departed at 19 15. 


Bendigo goods: S class locos have been used exten- | 


sively on the Swan Hill line and G class locos have 
started to appear more regularly on block grain trains. 
Sightings are as listed: 


Fri.23.6, X46-T376-T374-25xVHGF on an up block 
grain at North Bendigo at 17 50. 

Tues.27.6, S312-2x VHGF-3xD-VLCX-3xVZTX- 
VLEX-VZSX-11xVTQF-VFFX-5xVZSX on an up 
Swan Hill goods arrived Bendigo at 18 30. 

Tues.4.7, S300-X52-T410-3xD-VLCX-VBCW- 
5xVHGF-VFFX-13xVTQF-6xVZSX-16x VHGF 
arrived on 9080 goods at 21 40. 

Wed.5.7, X45-X39-15xVHGF on 9206 up block grain 
passed California Gully at 19 09. 

Tues.11.7, X39-3xD-2x VBCW-VFJX-14xVTQF- 
NQOX-VOCX-AQMX-4xVOCX-AQQxX arrived at 
Bendigo from Swan Hill at 18 29. 

Thurs. 13.7, T407-7x VHGF-4xVZRX (loaded) arrived 
at North Bendigo from Korong Vale at 14 10. 
$310-S311 arrived at Bendigo from Swan Hill at 18 
40. N463-S310-S311 
Melbourne that night. 

Mon.17.7, G515-G514-33xVHGF passed through 
Eaglehawk at 17 59. On arrival at Bendigo this train 
was increased to 42x VHGF for a load trial. X36-T382 
ran light engines to Bridgewater at 14 15 returning 
as T382-X36-14xVHGF at 16 45. 

Tues.18.7, X48(VR) on an up Swan Hill goods passed 
California Gully at 18 05. 

Wed.19.7, G538-G531 on an up grain passed Eagle- 
hawk at 16 54. 

Thurs.20.7, G514-S300-2xD-3x VBCW-13x VHGF- 
2xKMQ-5xVTQF on an up Swan Hill goods arrived 
at Eaglehawk at 18 05. S302-T379-P15 took out the 
up Echuca goods from Bendigo. S300 took out 9080 
up goods and G514 took out a short up block grain. 

Fri.21.7, G527-G539 arrived on a down block grain just 
before midnight. 

Mon.24.7, G539-G527 passed through Eaglehawk on 
an up block grain at 17 59. S307 on 9080 up Swan Hill 
goods passed California Gully at 18 24 on Tues.25.7. 

Fri.28.7, G536 was on a block grain from Swan Hill. 
oe arrived at Bendigo from Echuca at 

Swan Hill report: The movement of grain commenced 
from the Swan Hill area in mid June, and was in full 
swing during July. The visit of G515 on Tues.13.6 was 
the first sighting of a member of this class since 
Sat.11.2. Two up freight trains operated on Tues.11.7 
and Thurs.13.7, with normal bulk grain movements 
co-inciding with the shipment of containerised wheat 
from Woorinen, destined for Noumea. Over the two 
month period, 29 trains operated, powered by 35 differ- 
ent locos, comprising 8x S class, 10x X class, 8x G class 
and 9x T class. 
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ran the 9080 goods to 


| Sightings in detail were: 
Thurs.1.6, S311. 
Tues.6.6, X33-T351. 
_Thurs.8.6, X50. 

| Fri.9.6, T394-T400. 
Tues.13.6, G515. 

Thurs. 15.6, S300. 
Tues.20.6, S317. 


Fri.23.6, X46-T374-T376. 
Tues.27.6, $312. 
Thurs.29.6, X39. 

Fri.30.6, X32-S300. 
Tues.4.7, S300-X52-T410. 
Wed.5.7, X45-X39. 
Thurs.6.7, S306-S313. 
-Mon.10.7, G536-G538. 
-Tues.11.7, G531-X49, X39. 
| Wed.12.7, S300-X54. 


|Fri.4.7, G511. 
-Mon.17.7, G514-G515. 
Tues.18.7, X48. 
| Wed.19.7, G531-G538. 


Thurs.22.6, X52-T378-T363. 


Thurs.13.7, G531-X49, $310-S311. 


Thurs.20.7, G514-S300. 
Mon.24.7, G539-G527. 
Tues.25.7, $307. 
Fri.28.7, T388-G536. 


NORTH EAST 

Kyabram news: The only train sighted at Kyabram 
during June was a T class loco that ran light engine 
from Tatura on Thurs.22.6 to collect 4 empty VOFX 
from the fertiliser siding at Kyabram. The train then 
returned to Echuca. No trains ran to Kyabram during 
July which could raise questions about the future of 
this line. The Northern regional manager has assured 
local councils that V/Line has no intention of closing 
the line at this stage. 


Mangalore observations: During July, late series X 
class locos dominated freight working on the North 
East, especially on the heavy tonnage up steel trains, 
with S class and earlier series X class making regular 
appearances on the up Wodonga goods. Sightings are 
listed hereunder: 


Sat.1.7, A81-X43 on 8332 up Albury at 18 20. 


Sun.2.7, X43-A81 on 8339 down Albury at 11 45, and 
A81-X43 on 8336 up Albury at 19 17. 


B65-T350 on 9009 Gisborne ballast wait at Clarkefield for T384 on 9091 empty Hitachi cars to Bendigo to overtake 


on the up line, Thurs.4.8.88. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Mon.3.7, N463-X42-X45 on 8311 down Albury at 13 21. 

Tues.4.7, T371-T385-T387 on 9365 down Shepparton’ 
goods at 02 41. 

Wed.5.7, B64(detached at Seymour)-T386-T405 on 
9327 down NE goods. 

Fri.7.7, X45-A60 on 8305 down Albury pass. at 09 35, 
S310-N461 on 8311 down Albury pass. at 13 20. 
Sun.9.7, J515 on a special pass. working to Benalla 

crossed N458 on the up Albury pass. at 09 19. 
T400-T371 on down special pass., J515 on up special 
pass. from Benalla running parallel with Flying 
Scotsman at 15 01, T371-T400 up light engines from 

Benalla at 15 25. 

Mon.10.7, X54-B61 on 9347 down NE goods at 04 25, 
11 50-13 46 Y133 on plant train discharging sleepers 
for new Goulburn Valley track alignment, B61-T375 
on 9304 up NE goods at 21 25. 

Tues.11.7, T394-T379-Y133 on 9365 down Goulburn 
Valley goods at 03 00, A77-S310 on 8305 down 
Albury pass. at 09 34, N469- S312 on 8311 down 
Albury pass. at 13 23, T394-Y133 on 9332 up Shep- 
parton goods at 19 25. B61 on 9345 down empty steel 
at 23 46. 

Wed.12.7, N459-X48-X46 on 8311 down Albury pass. 
at 13 21, B61-T??? on 9304 up NE goods. 

Thurs.13.7, A70-X50 on 8311 down Albury pass. at 
13 20. 


Fri.14.7, N475-S307 on 8311 down Albury pass. at 
13 23, X31 down light engine to Avenel at 20 21. 
Sat.15.7, X53-X50 on 9345 down empty steel at 00 20. 
Wed.19.7, X48-N464 on 8311 down Albury pass. at 

13 33, X40 on the up Albury pass. at 15 10, 
N468-T360 on up NE goods at 21 02. 
Fri.21.7, N459-S302-X48 on 8311 down Albury pass. at 
13 30, X38-B75 on 8331 down Albury pass. at 21 33. 
ly X38-N462 (dead) on 8310 up Albury pass. at 


Mon.24.7, X35-(T390-T373-T371 attached Seymour) 
on up NE goods at 21 20. 


Seymour notes: Because of the shortage of railcars on 
Sat.1.7 B61 ran 8303 pass. whilst the following Sat.8.7 
an unidentified X class ran the train. On Tues.18.7 
X45-X51- T390 ran the 8329 down Seymour pass. On 
Sun.23.7 R766 parallelled A3 4472 Flying Scotsman into 
Seymour arriving at 12 40. Flying Scotsman continued 
to Longwood Loop before returning to Seymour. Both 
trains departed Seymour on the up at 16 12. On 
Wed.26.7 because of the statewide stoppage three 
trains were stabled in Seymour yard. The trains were 
T385(VR)-T401(VR) on 9365 down Shepparton goods, 
X53-X50-T379 on 9334 up steel train and 
$302-T373-T390 on 9327 down Wodonga goods. 


Grain taffic: During July grain traffic made a welcome 
return with both an Oaklands and a Murchison East 
grain program being run. The 1301/1302 Murchison 
East train provided interesting watching on two occa- 
sions when it crossed the up Cobram pass. at Manga- 
lore on Mon.17.7 and Tues.18.7. The loading for this 
train was detached at Seymour from the Oaklands train 
and X31 was utilised on both days to operate the train. 
On arrival back at Seymour the train was combined 
with the up Oaklands. On one occasion X31 was sent to 
Avenel from Seymour to bank X42-X48 on the up Oak- 
lands train. 
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Oaklands grain trains: The sightings of 9258/9390 
grain trains are as follows: 


Sat.8.7, S313-S306. 

Mon.10.7, S306-S313 on the up from Sat.8.7. 
Tues.11.7, X42-S311. 

Fri.14.7, X48-X42. 

Tues.18.7, X35-S310. 

Wed.19.7, S311-X52. 

Thurs.20.7, X35-S310. 

Tues.25.7, X51-S312. 


Timetable changes: As from Sun.6.8 the following 
timetable changes took effect: 


Train 8311 down Albury from 12 10 to 12 00. 
Train 8303 up Cobram from 06 05 to 06 07. 
Train 8318 up Albury from 12 45 to 12 30. 
Train 8334 up Albury from 16 25 to 16 05. 
Train 8338 up Seymour from 19 12 to 19 02. 
Train 8306 up Seymour from 07 05 to 07 00. 


Mangalore crosses: During the final weeks of Man- 
galore as a crossing station the following crosses were 
recorded: 


Mon.3.7, S307 on down Wodonga oil/S311- X45 on up 
NE goods. 

Tues.4.7, X44-S3?? on up steel train/X42 on down 
Wodonga oil. 

Fri.7.7, X48-T382-T383 on up NE goods/ X52-T375 on 
down Wodonga oil. 

Sun.9.7, JS15 on down special pass./N458 on up Albury 
pass. 

Wed.12.7, X52 on down empty steel/X46- X48-T387 
on up steel. 

Thurs.13.7, S306-T387 on down Wodonga oil/ 
X45-X53-T371-T404 on up NE goods. 

Mon.17.7, X31 down Murchison East grain/ N458 on 
up Cobram pass. 

Tues.18.7, X31 on down Murchison East grain/N468 
on up Cobram pass. 

Wed.19.7, X52-S311 on up Oaklands grain/ X44-T385 
on down Wodonga oil. 

Fri.21.7,  S311-T380 on down NE 
X48-S302-T387 on up Albury steel. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Diner substituted: On Mon.8.5 the Sydney Express 
departed Spencer Street with buffet VRS231 replacing 
the RMS dining carriage in the sleeping section. Buffet 
VRS232 was in the sitting section. 


Intercapital Daylight: On Mon.26.6 42206 was started 
up on the Jntercapital Daylight Express at Spencer 
Street. After a lot of coughing and spluttering 42206 
expired. It was restarted but the crew must not have 
had any confidence in the loco as 8176 was coupled up 
to form a double header for the train. 


Mangalore notes: Standard gauge sightings at Man- 
galore have been many and varied with the Flying 
Scotsman providing the highlights of the sightings. The 
Flying Scotsman was noted on Sun.9.7 running parallel 
with J515 at 15 01, Sun.16.7 running tender first from 
Longwood Loop at 15 36 and Sun.23.7 running tender 
first to Longwood Loop. Other sightings are listed: 
Sat.1.7, X37 on an up goods at 01 02. 

Tues.4.7, C504 on a down goods at 13 45. 


goods/ 
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Scotsman, Sun.9.7.89. (Gavin McLaughlan) 


Wed.5.7, C505-8172-X37-G522 on a down goods at 16 
25, X37 on an up goods at 23 40. 


Thurs.6.7, 42213 on a down goods at 02 22, X37 on the 
Intercapital Daylight at 10 20, C504 on a down goods 
at 13 45 and 42207- C505 on a down goods at 18 58. 

Fri.7.7, X37-T411 on a down goods at 17 40. 

Sat.8.7, X37-T411 on an up goods at 00 15, 42204 on an 
Up ae at 04 30 and C505- C504 on an up goods at 

Mon.10.7, C505 on a down goods at 23 40. 

Tues.11.7, C504 on a down goods at 14 20. 

Wed.12.7, X37-T411 on a down goods at 01 18, 
X37-T411 on an up goods at 09 03 and 8178 on the up 
Intercapital Daylight at 18 50. 

Thurs.13.7, X37 on an up goods at 04 25, X37 on the 
down Jntercapital Daylight at 10 15 and C504-CS05 
on a down goods at 16 06. 

Sat.15.7, C504 on an up goods at 07 55. 

Mon.17.7, C505 on an up goods at 04 15. 

Tues.18.7, X37-C505-C504 on a down goods at 17 01 
and T411-AH811(?) on the down at 21 59. 

Wed.19.7, X37 on an up goods at 04 40, 
G520-8166-G518-8167 on a down goods at 15 23, 
42211 on a down goods at 21 33. 


Thurs.20.7, X37 on the down at 12 31 and on the up at 
14.55 with 1x empty car wagon on a special test train 
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and C504 on a down army special conveying army 
vehicles bound for the Northern Territory at 15 09. 
C505 on down goods at 16 30. 

Fri.21.7, T411 on a down goods at 14 20 and X37 ona 
down goods at 21 30. 

Sat.29.7, G523-42209 on a down goods at 17 43. 


EAST 


Warragul notes: News from the Warragul area appears 

hereunder: 

* Stabling the suburban set from the 17 53 (4083) 
down Warragul continues to delay the 18 05 (8431) 
down Bairnsdale, which is scheduled to arrive at 
Warragul 8 minutes after 4083. Examples: Tues.4.7, 
4083 arrived 5 late at 19 30, 8431 at signal 7 late at 19 
40 and admitted to the station at 19 46. Wed.5.7, 4083 
at 19 31, 8431 at signal at 19 41 admitted to station at 
19 47. Fri.21.7, 4083 at 19 26, 8431 at signal at 19 36 
and admitted to station at 19 39. 

* Increasingly 4083 is running as a 6 car Hitachi set. 
Examples include: Thurs.6.7, Fri.21.7 and Mon.24.7. 
Most other suburbans to Warragul are Comeng sets, 
although the 16 27 (4069) down Warragul on 
Mon.17.7 was a six car Hitachi set. 

* From Mon.3.7 to Thurs.6.7 there was single line 
working in the Warragul — Trafalgar section during 
normal working hours. Buses replaced the 08 45 
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(8420) up Traralgon to Warragul where the train ori- 
ginated after earlier running up empty cars. On 
Tues.4.7 it left Warragul at 09 40 and on Wed.5.7 left 
at 09 45 (scheduled at 09 32). 

On Wed.5.7 the 17 05 (8438) up Sale left Warragul at 
18 49, 19 late. It was closely followed by the 18 48 
(4096) up Warragul at 18 51. The suburban was held 
at the first automatic signal for about 15 seconds 
before proceeding. As the Sale train is express 
Drouin to Dandenong, and the suburban stops all 
stations Hallam, the suburban may have had a clear 
run after Drouin. 

On Tues.11.7, with no suburbans running, the 18 05 
(8431) down Bairnsdale arrived at Warragul at 19 32, 
1 early instead of suffering the usual delay while the 
preceding suburban is stabled. 

On Thurs. 13.7, the 13 54 (4067) down Warragul was 
announced as delayed in Flinders Street yard. The 
train departed 20 minutes late at 14 14. It had an un- 
obstructed path and picked up 10 minutes on the 
schedule, arriving at Warragul only 10 minutes late 
at 15 36. This shows what can be done with a 
Comeng set, as Flinders Street to Warragul elapsed 
time was 1 hour 22 minutes, stopping Richmond, 
Caulfield, Dandenong and then all stations from 
Hallam. This time is within a minute of the fastest 
express country train. 


METROPOLITAN 


T413: On Fri.14.7 T413-Goulburn operated a special 
charter trip for a group of enthusiasts. The train 
departed Spencer Street at 12 09 and ran to Sunshine 
platform 3, where T413 ran round Goulburn, then ran 
to Newport ‘E’ siding via Brooklyn where T413 ran 
round again. The train then returned to Spencer Street. 
T413-Goulburn were used because of the lack of rail- 
cars. 


Harris transfer: On Mon.17.7 Y134-P1l towed 11 
Harris cars from the Arden Street sidings to Mel- 
bourne Yard. After running round P11-Y134 towed the 
cars to Newport. The consist (from the up end) was 
774M-617T-687T-752M-746M-2886T-881T-1537M- 
527BT-875T-785M. 


Briquette train: On Mon.17.7 the 09 00 up briquette 
train from Morwell arrived at West Tower with 
X44-X52-S300-T404-T397 providing the power. Locos 
were changed at this spot and the train departed with 
G537- G525-S310 for North Geelong. 


Long Island steel trains: Listed hereunder are sightings 
of locos on the Long Island steel trains for July. 


03 00 (9334) 10 30 (9529) 


* 


* 


* 


Sat.1.7 X31-S307-T391 B75 

Mon.3.7__—_—No train No train 

Tues.4.7 X42-X33-T381 X40 

Wed.5.7 X44-S306-T374 X44 (stabled off 9334) 
Thurs.6.7 X40-S311-T386 X38 

Fri.7.7 X44-S312-T351 X39 

Sat.8.7 X38-S310-T405 Bé6l 

Mon.10.7 X52-S312-T375 X52 (stabled off 9334) 
Tues.11.7 S300-X54-T400 B61 

Wed.12.7 X52-S312-T362 


Se (stabled off 9334) 
Thurs. 13.7 X46-X48-T387 X39 


Fri.l4.7 = X52-X50-T394 X50 (stabled off 9334) 
Sat.15.7 | $307-X39-T387 B61 
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03 00 (9334) 10 30 (9529) 
Mon.17.7 X45-X50-T368 X33 
Tues.18.7 X45-X51-T384 X40 
Wed.19.7_ X33-X50-T379 X33 (stabled off 9334) 
Thurs.20.7 X54-X48-T372 X31 


Fri.21.7 = -X33-X50-T379 X50 (stabled off 9334) 
Sat.22.7. X52-S302-T387. X41 
Mon.24.7 S$311-X50-T380 X50 (stabled off 9334) 
Tues.25.7 X46-S302-T401 X35 
Wed.26.7 No trains because of statewide stoppage. 


Extra steel trains: Whyalla - Long Island ran as fol- 
lows: 


Sat.1.7 B76-X42. 

Tues.4.7 B76-X33. 

Wed.5.7 G532. 

Thurs.6.7 X33-B76. 

Fri.7.7 T402-H5 (unusual). 
Sat.8.7 X31-B64. 


Wed.12.7  G537. 
Thurs.13.7 and Fri.14.7. G512. 


Sat.15.7  G531. 

Tues.18.7 and Wed.19.7. G513. 
Fri.21.7 $301-Bél. 

Sat.22.7 X39-T399. 


Tues.25.7 G5??. 
All were due out of Tottenham Yard at 13 50 and 
stabled at Long Island. 


Surrey Hills news: On Fri.7.7 track-recording vehicle 
EM100 worked down and up in the morning. The high- 
light of the month was on Sun.9.7. X35 worked a down 
plant train of six empty VFKX flat wagons at 06 31, 
travelling fast. The train later passed Flinders Street at 
07 46. Two regular readers of this column, both of 
whom commute on the Surrey Hills line, have 
explained the lack of suburban trains on the morning 
of Sun.2.4 (June 89 p.186). A stanchion at the down 
end of Surrey Hills station had been hit and had buck- 
led close to a running line. After sitting for a few weeks, 
it was straightened without being replaced. 


NOTHING TO DO 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the 
down platform at Windsor from 8 p.m. 


See you there! 


Feature Articles Requested 


For example: 


e Apex quarry trains 
e Ford trains to Upfield 


e APM Maryvale 
e Tongala, Maffra shunts 


Consists — Schedules — Power 
WRITE TO ARTICLES EDITOR 


NEWSRAIL 


Above: 4472, R761 and R707 steam side by side at Dysart, Sun.6.8.89. (Graham Withers) 


Below: Wagon Note 2. VCSX77B, Bendigo, 29.4.89. Some of these wagons were built on R class loco tender frames. 
(John Green) 
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Preservation 


YARRA VALLEY TOURIST RAILWAY 
CARRIAGE DELIVERY TRAIN 


April 28th, 1989 was a significant day in the preser- 
vation of the Lilydale — Healesville railway. 


The 03 00 goods from Tottenham Yard brought with 
it a collection of long awaited BWs which were allo- 
cated by V/Line to the then Healesville Railway Pre- 
servation Society in the early 1980s. 


At 06 00 the train, hauled by X31 and consisting of 
68ZLP, 19C, 16WT, 32BW, 62BW, 1BW, 35BW, 
7T9BW, 43BW and three VOBXs, arrived at Cold- 
stream. 


T341 and 40C (0902) departed Healesville at 08 00 on 
staff, arriving at Yarra Glen at 09 13. Van 40C was then 
shunted into No.2 road and T341 departed Yarra Glen 
on staff at 09 36, arriving at Coldstream at 10 15. 


On arrival at Coldstream T341 ran into No.2 road 
and was coupled up to the carriages. After a brake test 
had been carried out the train was detached from the 
VOBXs and travelled in the down direction over the 
crossing to set back then to the platform. 


The train, then consisting of T341, 68ZLP, 19C, 
16WT, 32/62BW, 1/35/79BW and 43BW (0901) 
departed Coldstream at 10 50 and arrived at Yarra Glen 
at 11 10. At Yarra Glen 16WT was detached and 
shunted into the down end of No.3 road. Vans 68ZLP 
and 19C were detached, coupled onto 40C and placed 
on the rear of the train. The nine car train departed for 
Healesville at 11 55. 


On leaving Yarra Glen the train tackled the most dif- 
ficult section of the journey, this being a short climb up 
a 1 in 40 grade and the long, hefty haul up the 1 in 40 to 
the tunnel. The descent to Healesville then followed, 
arrival at Healesville being at 12 41. The train was the 
longest to have arrived at Healesville for many years. 


After arrival various shunting movements were car- 
ried out, with the newly arrived carriages being secured 
in the new compound to be prepared for operation. 
Apart from the odd window and the usual roof prob- 
lems, the carriages are in reasonable condition and 
1BW and 35BW have already entered service on the 
regular passenger trains between Yarra Glen and Tar- 
rawarra on the first and last Sundays of each month. 


The remaining carriages will be progressively res- 
tored for when the line is opened right through from 
Yarra Glen to Healesville. 


UPDATE ON WHAT’S HAPPENING 
AT SEYMOUR 


Locomotives: 


J515 has since its return to service on 4.6.88 run some 
4000 kilometres, without having had any major prob- 
lems. It has been to Newport, Wallan, Avenel, 
Benalla, Numurkah, Cobram, Tocumwal, Dookie, 
Spencer Street, Woodend, Castlemaine, Mary- 
borough, Avoca, Ararat, Cressy and Geelong. It put 
in a magnificent parallel run with the Flying Scots- 
man from Benalla to Seymour on Sunday 9.7. Its 
load on this occasion was 13/543 tonnes. 
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T320 has been temporarily withdrawn for repairs to 
body panels and a repaint. So far, the cab frame and 
sheeting have been replaced, because of excessive 
corrosion. The remainder of the old paintwork is 
being removed by use of an air operated needle gun 
which makes a terrible noise but does an excellent 
job. Estimated time for this job is 10-12 weeks, with 
work being done every Wednesday evening. The 
engine and main generator have been previously 
reconditioned. 

Y133 is still going strong and has the occasional main 
line run when another loco fails and nothing else is 
available. 


Carriages: 
Allocated to SLSPG 


1BE is still undergoing its rebuild. Hopefully it will be 
returned to service late this year. 

3BCE is withdrawn for reconditioning of bogies, as is 
26BE. 

SABE is withdrawn for bodywork and reconditioning 
bogies. It is now on our repair road. 

14BE is in service. It ran with J515 on the Flying Scots- 
man parallel run on 9.7. 

16ABE (ex 60BES) has just been repainted Heritage 
Brown and has had the bogies recently recondi- 
tioned. It is now available for use. 


Jointly allocated to the ARHS museum and the SLSPG 


2AE has been stored for safekeeping and maintenance 
as required, as has 30AE. 4BCE has been withdrawn 
pending a further decision, as have 7CV and 7VSPY 
(horsebox). 

29BCPL is in service, as is 43BPL. 

58RM was withdrawn on 8.5 for an external stripdown 
and repaint for its 60th birthday next year. The main 
generator has been reconditioned without its having 
been removed, and the traction motor bogie has 
been re-sprung. It will be repainted in the original 
blue and gold VR colours of the early ’50s. 

Yarra has been stored for safekeeping and mainten- 
ance as required. 

Campaspe has been withdrawn pending a further deci- 
sion. 


Privately owned 


47BE has been withdrawn and is under rebuild, being 
the personal project of Mr Barry Lapthorne. 

We now have three tracks leading into our shed, one 
short track for repair work and two longer storage 
tracks. Total accommodation is 18 cars at a squeeze. 
Additional trackwork is planned, to branch off the 
engine road behind B Box and run into our yard. 


Friday evenings are our get together and ‘chinwag’ 
times. 

Our meetings are held on the last Tuesday evening 
of each month, visitors being welcome by prior arran- 
gement. Visitors are welcome at our depot at any time 
during which there is someone around, this usually 
being on weekends, although also at odd times during 
the week. 


NEWSRAIL 


Taildisc Lean 3 
RETIREMENTS 


With regard to the two articles on p.210 of July’s 
Newsrail, | would like to write about the only driver of 
whom I know who can gain 30 minutes and be made to 
wait to make his train five minutes late. 

I write of Jim Seletto. During Aus Steam °88 Jim 
arrived at the Spencer Street yard with 3801 from Sey- 
mour on 21.10.88 at 16 25 and was made to wait there 
until 16 55. Jim took great pride in his driving and in his 
garden at the railway museum. He was equally at home 
on steam or diesel, passenger, freight or yard pilot. I 
have also had the privilege of travelling behind Flying 
Scotsman with Jim on the footplate. That night we 
arrived at Spencer Street 10 minutes early, after having 
left Seymour 10 minutes late because of a slow water 
pump. 

Jim’s last run was on 22.6 when he took an afternoon 
train to Seymour and back. I hope Jim enjoys his retire- 
ment. Now he has more time to watch and film the 
beasts with which we have all grown up. (G. Schackier) 


ANSWER TO THE TIMETABLE MYSTERY 

(Newsrail, August 1989) 

Clues for solving the timetable mystery are not listed in 

a helpful order, but in the order in which I thought of 

them. 

1. The chart shows Linton Junction, so the timetable 
must be for after May 1904. 

2. The name Kopke is shown, not Trunk Lead, and so 
the timetable must be for after May 1910. 

3. There is no railmotor shown, and so the timetable 
must be for before October 1930. 

4. Albion Quarry Siding is not there, and so it is before 
March 1929. 

5. It is certainly after April 1911 because the line has 
been opened to Cressy. 

6. It is after 1916 because the Skipton line is open. 

7. With just this amount of research we can say that 
the timetable must be dated some time between 
1916 and 1929. In fact, it is from the Windsor ARHS 
archives’ collection and is dated December 1925. 

The reader probably didn’t notice that Haddon might 

have been shown in the timetable as a part-time staff 

station, which would have made it after 1919. If the 

reader thinks he has missed something, I am told by 

the ARHS Sales Officer that he still has a number of 

copies of Cross Country in stock, on sale at $6.95 

each. (JMcL) 


SAVE TIME! 
SAVE MONEY! 


SUBSCRIBE TO NEWSRAIL 


See contents page for details 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include 
full name, address and phone number, and cheque (not 
cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, Peter 
Silva, GPO Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of 
Advertisements is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are 
advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing 
any advertisement as they contain an indemnity from the 
advertiser. Copies are available on request. 

Charges: Normal rate $1.50 per line per month. Special rate 
for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge 
for all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Special Sale of railway tickets, parcel stamps, covers 
and many other Cinderella items (tramways, postal 
strikes, revenues, flight, charities, etc.). Write for your 
list, postage paid from Stafford Stamps, Box 73, Kew 
East 3102. 


WANTED KNOWN 


Yarra Valley Tourist Railway: Restoring old Healesville 
line. Train trips from Yarra Glen first and last Sundays 
each month. Rail trolley rides every Sunday from 
Healesville station. We need you. Join now, phone (03) 
529 5602 or write to 13 Centre Road, Vermont 3133 for 
information on our railway and the restoration of J516. 


Newsrail 


BACK ISSUES FOR SALE 


All issues from the current issue back 
to June 1985 are available at the 
original cover price. 


Postage and packing $1 per order. 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
An incomplete range from May 1976 
to April 1985. 


MANY ISSUES SOLD OUT 


Orders and enquiries: 


ARHS SALES 
G.P.O. Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001 
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THE ENGINE SHED 


Phone: (03) 890 7027 
Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


RAILWAY 
ii ya ct Saas acca leas ac ica as ---- 

P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS MUSEUM 
| 20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 

) 

] 


] 
J 
Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
J 
I 
I 


I 1 

| 1 

| MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 1. S 
] 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 | A.R.H. e 
| | 

| J 

! J 

! ! 


Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


| Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
| Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


Jn - ee |] 


| BRANCH une. 
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YOUR COMPLETE par RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m: 


Also school holidays — 
Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m.. 


Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam Rides: 
Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 


OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays CHAMPION ROAD 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


THE Transport House 

RAILFAN 589 Collins Street Telephone 
Melbourne, Victoria 03-619 4567 

SHOP Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc. from 
Australia and overseas. 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
Powerline Models 

Replica Railways Authentic (ele) Gauge Models 

Roco Railways 

Lima Railways HO and OO scales 

Hornby Railways OO scale - 


Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 
Victorian Railway Memorabilia 


SS 
es 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 


bo << 
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